Subchoroidal approach to the third ventricle. Microsurgical anatomy.
The third ventricle can be approached by performing a few surgical maneuvers: (a) dividing the ependyma on the inferolateral aspect of the choroid plexus of the lateral ventricle; (b) separating leptomeningeal bundles within the tela chorioidea, and (c) dividing the roof of the third ventricle along the stria medullaris. Main landmarks are the thalamostriate vein and the direct lateral vein. Small subependymal veins or neural branches of the posterior medical choroidal artery, or both, occasionally cross the access route. The third ventricle is seen through both the opening in the roof and the foramen of Monro. A wider exposure can be obtained by cutting the terminal segment of the thalamostriate vein.